
7th Grade Unit 4 

Term Definition Nonlinguistic 

organism A living thing 

 

habitat 

An environment that 
provides the things a 
specific organism needs 
to live, grow and 
reproduce 

 

biotic factor 

A living or once living 
part of an organism's 
habitat 

 

abiotic factor 
A non-living part of an 
organism's habitat 

 

population  
All the members of one 
species living in an area 
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community 

All the different 
populations that live 
together in a certain 
area 

 

ecosystem 

The community of 
organisms that live in a 
certain area, along with 
their non-living 
environment 

 

limiting 
factor 

An environmental factor 
that causes a population 
to decrease in size 

 

density 

The average number of 
individuals per unit of 
space 

 

resource 
A source of supply or 
support 
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producer 
An organism that can 
make its own food 

 

consumer 

An organism that 
obtains energy by eating 
other organisms 

 

decomposer 

An organism that gets 
energy by breaking 
down biotic wastes and 
dead organisms and 
returns raw materials to 
the soil and water 

 

food chain 

A series of events in an 
ecosystem in which 
organisms transfer 
energy by eating and 
being eaten  
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food web 

A pattern of overlapping 
feeding relationships or 
food chains among the 
various organisms in 
ecosystems 

 

energy 
pyramid 

A diagram that shows 
the amount of energy 
that moves from one 
feeding level to another 
in a food web 

 

role 

A function or part 
performed especially in 
a particular operation or 
process 

 

Law of 
Conservation 
of Mass 

The principle that the 
total amount of matter 
is neither created nor 
destroyed during any 
chemical or physical 
changes  
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Law of 
Conservation 
of Energy 

The law that energy can 
neither be created or 
destroyed  

evaporation 

The process by which 
molecules at the surface 
of a liquid absorb 
enough energy to 
change to a gas 

 

condensation 
The change in state from 
gas to liquid 

 

precipitation 

Any form of water that 
falls from clouds and 
reaches the Earth's 
surface as rain, hail, 
sleet or snow 

 

system 

A regularly interactive or 
interdependent group of 
items forming a unified 
whole 
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components 
Parts that make up the 
whole 

 

niche 

How an organism makes 
its living and interacts 
with the biotic and 
abiotic factors in its 
habitat 

 

competition 

The struggle between 
organisms to survive as 
they attempt to use the 
same limited resources 
in the same place at the 
same time 

 

predation 

An interaction in which 
one organism kills and 
eats another for food 
and nutrients 
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symbiosis 

Any relationship in 
which two species live 
closely together and that 
benefits at least one of 
the species 

 

commensalis
m 

A type of symbiosis 
between two species in 
which one species 
benefits and the other 
species is neither helped 
nor harmed 

 

parasitism 

A type of symbiosis in 
which one species lives 
with, on or in the other 
and the other species is 
harmed 

 

mutualism 

A type of symbiosis in 
which both species 
benefit from living with 
each other 
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biodiversity 

The number and variety 
of species living in an 
area 

 

invasive 
species 

Species that are not 
native to a habitat and 
can outcompete species 
living in a habitat 

 

native 
species 

A species that is from a 
certain habitat 

 

keystone 
species 

A species that influences 
the survival of many 
other species in a 
habitat  

extinction 

The disappearance of all 
members of a species 
from Earth 

 

conservation The process of using less 
of a resource so that it 
lasts longer  
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sustainability 

The ability of an 
ecosystem to maintain 
biodiversity and 
production indefinitely  

 

natural 
resources 

Anything naturally 
occurring in the 
environment that 
humans use 

 
 


